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Panel Biographies 

 
Emiel J. van der Velden 
Head, Depositor Solutions - Insurance & Compliance 
Canada Deposit Insurance Corporation (CDIC) 
  
In his role as the Head of Depositor Solutions - Insurance & Compliance, Emiel oversees the 
CDIC teams responsible for CDIC’s member and Nominee Broker administration, compliance, 
differential premiums, and payout preparedness. He has worked in federal financial sector 
regulatory organizations for close to 20 years, having spent over a decade with the Office of the 
Superintendent of Financial Institutions prior to joining CDIC in 2014.   
 
John Rossi 
Director, Trust Deposit Operations, Depositor Solutions - Insurance & Compliance 
Canada Deposit Insurance Corporation (CDIC) 
  

John has over 20 years of experience in financial sector regulation, including tenures with the 

Financial Consumer Agency of Canada (FCAC) and the Department of Finance Canada.  He 

joined CDIC in 2014 and has contributed to several key policy initiatives, including the 
Government of Canada’s comprehensive Deposit Insurance Review. John and his team play an 

important role in operationalizing and overseeing the elements of CDIC’s deposit insurance 

framework related to trust deposits and nominee brokered deposits.  
 
Ilana Singer 
Vice-President and Corporate Secretary 
Canadian Investor Protection Fund (CIPF) 
 
Ilana is a bilingual member of CIPF’s senior management team. She leads a team that focuses 
on claims, policy issues, communications and stakeholder outreach, and corporate secretarial 
matters. She is also a Securities Expert for the World Bank, focusing on global investor 
compensation schemes. In the past, Ms. Singer has served as an adjunct instructor for the 
Investor Protection Seminar at Osgoode Hall Law School, and Chair of the Securities Advisory 
Board of the Toronto Centre. She was previously the Chief Operating Officer and Deputy 
Director at FAIR Canada.  
 
Caitlin Sainsbury 
Partner 
Borden Ladner Gervais LLP 
 

Cait has extensive experience acting for corporations and individuals in 

competition/antitrust and securities class actions, complex commercial disputes, and 

securities litigation and regulatory proceedings and related internal investigations. Cait also 

regularly advises clients on managing risks and cross-border issues in multi-jurisdictional 

cases. She previously acted as litigation counsel in the enforcement branch at the Ontario 

Securities Commission. 

 


